fleeing from there too. He did not know the reason.
His co-workers including Satishbabu and others of the
Khadi Pratisthan, Pyarelalji, Kanu Gandhi, Amtul
Salaambehn and Sardar Jiwansinghji were still there.
He himself had toured through Noakhali and tried to
impress upon the people to shed all fear. It made him
think of the duty of the people and that of the Govern-
ment. Those fleeing from one dominion might imagine
that the conditions on the other side would be much
better. But they were mistaken. With all the will in the
world the authorities won't be able to cope with so
many refugees. They could not reproduce the original
conditions. The only advice that he could give to the
people was to stick to their places and look to none but
God for their protection. They would die courageously
if they must in their own homes. Naturally, it would be
the duty of the other Government to ask for the safety
of the minorities. It was the duty of both the Govern-
ments to act correctly and in co-operation. If that desir-
able thing did not happen, the logical result would be
war. He was the last person to advocate it. But he knew
that the governments which possessed arms and armies
could not act in any other way. Any such procedure
would mean annihilation. Death in the process of
exchange of population did no good to anyone. Ex-
change raised tremendous problems of relief and reha-
bilitation.
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